[Usefulness of the retrograde intraduodenal drainage tube for severe duodenum-related complications of gastrectomy for gastric cancer].
No ideal or generally accepted treatment strategy has been established for severe duodenum-related complications of gastrectomy for gastric cancer. Between 1997 and 2012, we successfully treated 5 patients with such complications using the retrograde intraduodenal drainage tube. Of the patients, 3 had anastomotic leakage of the duodenal stump, 1 had an intestinal injury, and 1 had the afferent loop syndrome. None of the patients experienced any further adverse events related to the procedure. This retrograde intraduodenal drainage technique was safe and effective, and may be considered as an optimal treatment strategy for severe duodenum-related complications of gastrectomy for gastric cancer.